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should send his LQ. down in proportion to the degree of change.
The trouble with earlier studies, they contended, lay in the
absence of environmental changes large enough to affect the
LQ. greatly. To prove this theory, Prof. BETH WELLMAN and
her associates tested youngsters' I.Q.'s before and after they
attended the university nursery school, which supposedly repre-
sented a definite improvement over their home environments.
Without exception the children's I.Q.'s rose. Furthermore dur-
ing the summer when the nursery school closed, the I.Q.'s slipped
back toward their old level. Another study showed that when
children were placed in an inferior orphanage environment, their
I.Q.'s descended, some even reaching the borderline of mental
deficiency.
The most striking Iowa findings concern children of subnor-
mal mothers. Studies by Harold M. Skeels and others revealed
that if these children are physically normal and are placed in a
good foster home before the age of 3, their intelligence becomes
average or in some cases superior.
If the Iowa psychologists are right, their conclusions have
tremendous import for education, social work, institutional pro-
cedure, and even national policy. For instance, superior early
schooling might enable a child with only low average intelligence
to succeed later in college. A bad environment could turn a
normal youngster into a mental deficient. Or, pleasanter to con-
template, a first rate early environment could make a child of
subnormal parents normal or even superior.
Naturally such claims have aroused stormy argument. Some
authorities like Paul A. Witty, of Northwestern University, agree
that the data seem valid. Others like Terman of Stanford and
Goodenough and John E. Anderson of Minnesota object on the
ground that too few cases were used and that these cases were
not followed up over a period of years; that they were not typical,
and were badly selected in the first place. The tests, it is pointed
out> were -changed during some of the research. Faulty techniques